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T HONORABLE HENRY \WRIOTHESLY,
Earl of Southampton, and Baron of Tichfield,

Thie love T dedicate to your lordship is without end; whereof

this pamphlet, without begenneng, is but a superfluous mosety.
The warrant [ have of your honourable disposition, not the worth
of my untutored lines, makes it assured of acceptance. What 1
have dons is yours; what 1 have to do is yours; being partin

all T have, devoted yvours, Waere my worth greater, my duty would
show greater; meantime, as it is, it is bound to your lordship,

ta whiom [ wish long be, sbll langthened with all happinass.

vour lordshap's in all duty,
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE,

i

The Argument

Lucius Targuinius, for hs excessve prde surnamed Superbus,
after hia had caused his own father-inlaw Servius Tullius to be
cruelly murdered, and, contrary to the Roman laws and customs,
not reguirng or staying for the people's suffrages, had

possessed himself of the kingdom, went, accompanied with his sons
and other noblemen of Rome, to besieges Ardea. During which siege
this principal men of the army meeting one avening at the tent of
Sewxtus Tarquinius, the king's son, in their discourses after

supper avery one commandad the wirtues of his own wifa: amaong
whom Collatnus estolled the incomparable chastity of his wife

Lucratia. In that nlsasant humour they nosted tn Bome: and
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The Rape of Lucrece

From the besieged Ardea all in post,

Borme by the trustless wings of false desire,
Lust-breathed Tanguin leaves the Roman host,
And to Collabum bears the lightess fire
which, in pale embers hid, lurks to aspire

And girdle with embracing flames the waist

of Collatine's fair love, Lucrecs the chaste.

Haply that name of 'chaste’ unhappdy set

This bateless adge on his keen appebte;
wihan Callabine gnsdleaby ded net lak
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