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BATTLE OF THE BLOCKBUSTERS
Vor.:

(Ein MP4-Aufnahmegerät)
Ziel:
Schwerpunkt Kompetenzschulung „monologisches Sprechen“ und „An Gesprächen teilnehmen“ in einer task-based activity
Thema:
Film USA
YOUR MISSION

You have to convince the rest of the world that the movie on the USA you have watched is the best movie on earth. Furthermore, you have the chance to ask detailed questions on a movie somebody else has watched. This is what’s going to happen:

ROUND 1

1. Choose a movie from the list that you want to focus on. If you want to pick a different film on the USA contact your teacher. Add your title to the list in the classroom.
2. Optional: One opponent each will be drawn (extra sheet)
3. Optional: Get detailed information on your opponent’s movie (plot, cinematic technique, general background info, etc.)

4. Prepare yourself for the battle. Fill in the portfolio sheet (extra sheet). Think about questions you might be asked on your own film and answers you might want to give.

ROUND 2 (about 1- 2 months later; if possible, record the battles)
1. Bring a copy of the cover of your movie as well as your portfolio to class.
2. Get together in groups of 4 (TEAM A = combatants and TEAM B = jurors)

a) TEAM A: You’ve got 4 minutes each to ask your opponent questions on his/her movie. Ask back, demand details/explanations, etc.
TEAM B: Keep the time and evaluate the dialogues using the evaluation sheet (extra sheet); one juror is only responsible for one combatant.

b) TEAM A: You’ve got 2 minutes each to convince the other person to watch the movie.
TEAM B: Keep the time and evaluate the monologues using the evaluation sheet (extra sheet); one juror is only responsible for one combatant.

c) Jurors give oral feedback using the professional phrases and hand over evaluation sheets. All the others add aspects, each combatant reacts to his/her feedback using the professional phrases)
d) Change roles within the teams.

HOW DO I GET MY GRADE?
I. You have to turn in your Portfolio 
II. You can choose between one (!) of the following creative tasks:

a) Create a film poster advertising your movie. Include visual as well as verbal elements.

b) Create a videoblog: Post an interior monologue of one of the characters (choose a scene and record your thoughts).
c) Compose a song/ write a poem on your book and record it.

d) Shoot a trailer for your book.

e) Over to you…
III. You will be observed in your battle 
(grading procedures depend on availability of recordings)
PORTFOLIO

· My name:
· The title, director, year of release of the movie:
· My working hours (in a table: when, what, how long?): 

· Keywords for questions I might be asked and my answers: 
· Optional: Keywords for questions I will ask my opponent (You need to refer to your opponent’s movie!)
· Keywords for my conviction speech (Include information on the plot and its connection to our topic of American self-perception as well as cinematic devices).

Sign the following statement: “I hereby confirm that I’ve watched the movie mentioned above in English.” ________________________ (date, signature)
MOVIE RECOMMENDATIONS

· 8 Mile (young people in the suburbs of Detroit)

· American Beauty (family life, American Dream)

· American Violet (race and the judicial system)

· Apollo 13 (space)
· Avatar (noble savages & white messiah)
· Brokeback Mountain (deconstruction of the Cowboy myth)

· Cold Mountain (Am. Civil War)

· Dances with Wolves (Native Americans)
· Flags of Our Fathers (World War II)
· Flight 93 (9/11)

· Forrest Gump (American History)

· Fried Green Tomatoes (American South)

· Gone With the Wind (American South)
· Gran Tarino (multicultural society, values)

· Home of the Brave (Gulf War)

· In America (illegal immigration to New York) 

· Into the Wild (breakaways from civilization)

· Jesus Camp (religion)

· Lions for Lambs (Operation Enduring Freedom)

· Million Dollar Babe (strife for fame and success)

· Mississippi Burning (racism, Civil Rights)

· Mississippi Masala (love relation between Indian woman and black man)

· Of Mice and Men (American Dream, human relationship)
· Real Women have Curves (Mexicans in the USA)
· Star Trek (Science Fiction)

· The Joy Luck Club (Chinese women in the USA)

· The Patriot (American history)
· The Pursuit of Happyness (American Dream)

· Thirteen Days (Cuban Missile Crisis)
· Titanic (immigration)

· Platoon, Apocalypse Now, Good Morning Vietnam (Vietnam)
· Witness (Amish)

· World Trade Center (9/11)

DRAW A LOT (24 lots)
SuS-Paare suchen sich und tauschen sich dann darüber aus:

1. was sie über den Film wissen,
2. wo sie die Verbindung zum Thema amerikanisches Selbstverständnis sehen,
3. welche weiteren Filme sie passend zum Thema kennen.
	DANCES …
	… WITH WOLVES

	THE PURSUIT OF …
	… HAPPY(!)NESS

	8 …
	… MILE

	OF MICE …
	… AND MEN

	THIRTEEN …
	… DAYS

	STAR …
	… TREK

	GRAN …
	… TARINO

	FREED GREEN …
	… TOMATOES

	APOLLO …
	… 13

	REAL WOMEN …
	… HAVE CURVES

	BROKEBACK …
	… MOUNTAIN

	MILLION DOLLAR …
	… BABE


TALKING ABOUT MOVIES

For your preparation use this worksheet as well as all the sheets handed out in the course of the unit.









(Kriterien können im Vorfeld mit den Schülern ausgearbeitet werden, e.g. Language – words, grammar, fluency, etc.)
EVALUATION SHEET BOB

Name of combatant: ____________________________
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	BODY LANGUAGE
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	MIXED BAG

Other things you have observed
	(

	(


Name of Juror: ______________________________

PROFESSIONAL PHRASES…

… for FEEDBACK

· What I really liked about your talk was that…

· I liked the way you…

· My favourite part was…, because…

· I think your pronunciation/intonation/body language/range of vocabulary, etc. needs some improvement. Let me give you an example…

· Why don’t you (use) …

· I suggest that you add/ leave out…

… for EXCHANGING ARGUMENTS

· “I am of the opinion that…, because…”, “I am convinced that… ”, etc.

· “I couldn’t agree more”, “I accept the idea without reservation”, etc.

· “By and large I would accept your point, but...”, “I basically agree, but…”, “You’ve got a point there, but all things considered I would still argue that…” etc.

· “I do not agree at all, because…”, “I think it might be going too far to say that…“, etc.

What kind of movie is it?


action film


adventure film


comedy film


crime&gangster film


drama film


historical film


horror film


science fiction film


western


etc.








What is the movie all about?


The movie is about: true friendship, family life, a holiday trip/job, broken home, running away, the problems of growing up, homelessness, young criminals, being drawn into a cult, wartime experience/events, starting a new life, school /education, a personal crisis, visitors from outer space, immigration, alienation …





The book/author: deals with, describes, focuses, centers on, shows, tells about, raises, explores, questions, confronts the viewer with…








Plot/story line


A good storyline      well-developed


Fast-flowing            action-packed


Strong                     fast/slow-moving


Convincing              straight forward


Vivid                        touching


Keeps several storylines on the go


Gentle                      enthralling


Gripping                   haunting


Disappointing           predictable


Confusing                not the least predictable


… has pacy action


… has a surprise/unexpected/happy/sad/open ending


...has a superb twist at the end


End on/with a note of (optimism, pessimism, despair, uncertainty…)


The viewer is often one step ahead of the character(s)








Characters


Major/main/central character


Hero / heroine


Minor character


A wide variety of characters


… go well together


… are portrayed realistically


Believable/credible, convincing, disappointing, sensitively drawn, exaggerated, unreal…


… are confronted/faced with


… undergo a change


The reader’s sympathy is with…


You really get involved with…





Language /style/point of view


Uses colloquial, everyday, rough language, slang expressions


Is highly emotional, witty, humorous


Is seen through sb.’s eyes, told from the point of view of… , told by, told in the present tense, told in the form of (a diary…)





Setting (place/time)


Is set in (rural America, present time…)


… takes place at…


The story begins when...











My personal response


It was not what I expected.	I was really disappointed.	You shouldn’t miss that movie.


This is an excellent movie.		Oh, you simply must watch it.		I couldn’t get my eyes off it.


One of the best books I’ve ever read.





Great, excellent (from start to finish), brilliant, a delight, a must, thoroughly enjoyable, highly recommendable, hugely entertaining. Remarkable, a good watch





Makes you want to watch more, has a lot going for it, is bound to make you (laugh), a great movie if you’re into (spine-chilling horrors, romances…), perfect if you’re looking for a movie that sets your nerves on edge/ sets the imagination soaring





… really makes you think, thought-provoking, full to the brim with (suspense), has a satisfying mixture of (romance and horror), offers a touch of (horror…), rather  confusing, not always an easy read, hard/difficult to read, too challenging, boring/dull, totally unbelievable, not interesting at all, not my cup of tea…








Cinematic Devices





Use your additional sheets











